THE    STAB    IN    THE    BACK

by their misguided leaders, and give them an
opportunity of beginning a peaceful life.'

That was the document handed by the Soviet to
the Ambassador of a State which in its opinion did
not exist. However, a minor illogicality like this,
and even the hypocrisy of the Soviet's anxiety *to
free the Polish people', etc., matters little as com-
pared with Russia's flagrant breach of the Soviet-
Polish Non-aggression Pact of 1932, which was
extended later until 31 st December 1945. That there
was nothing vague about that Pact is proved by the
following passage from the statement of the Polish
Embassy in London in reply to the Soviet Note:

'By the convention concluded in London on
3rd July 1933, Soviet Russia and Poland agreed
on a definition of aggression which clearly
stamped as an act of aggression any encroach-
ment of the territory of one of the contracting
parties by the armed forces of the other, and
furthermore that no consideration of a political,
military, economic or any other order can in any
circumstances serve as a pretext or excuse for
committing an act of aggression.

* Therefore, by the act of wanton aggression
committed this morning, the Soviet Govern-
ment stands self-condemned as a violator of its
international obligations, thus contradicting all
the moral principles upon which Soviet Russia
pretended to base her foreign policy since her
admittance into the League of Nations/